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On path to passage, tax bill takes hit 


Vote likely Friday; GOP eyes future hike 
to offset deficit spikes forecast from cuts 


By Lisa MASCARO 
Washington Bureau 


WASHINGTON — The Repub- 
lican tax plan inched closer to 
Senate passage Thursday, but en- 
countered new challenges after 
some dramatic, last-minute nego- 
tiations to win over GOP holdouts 


concerned about a new congres- 
sional analysis that estimated the 
package would add $1 trillion to 
the nation’s deficit. 

Republicans and the White 
House need a legislative victory to 
reflect their first year of control in 
Washington, and a landmark tax 
bill — which would dramatically 


lower the corporate rate and 
double the standard deduction for 
individuals — would provide that 
win. 

If passed during a vote now 
planned for Friday, the sweeping 
Senate tax bill would next need to 
be reconciled with a House ver- 
sion, a process leaders hope to 
expedite in a matter of days. Then 
the House and Senate would need 
to pass the revised measure again 
before sending it to President 


Donald Trump’s desk. 

Yet even many Republicans 
who support the $1.5 trillion 
package expressed resignation 
ahead of the vote, concerned 
about the cost and details of a 
package that experts say benefits 
corporations and the wealthy, and 
the way the legislation is being 
rushed through Congress without 
a broad range of hearings and the 
usual debate. 

At one point Thursday evening, 
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floor with laptops. 


By DIANE RADO | Chicago Tribune 


get tiring — but not in teacher Sahar Shehaiber’s classroom at 
Hometown Elementary School in the southwest suburbs. 

On a recent afternoon, a kaleidoscope of activities kept students 

engaged in the homey class, from chanting along to a math song to 

working in groups or tackling math problems while sprawled on the 


F or some third-graders, 100 minutes of math instruction might 


The school is among the state’s leaders for math instruction time, 


ZBIGNIEW BZDAK/CHICAGO TRIBUNE 
Third-grader Giovanni Morales, right, sits in teacher Sahar Shehaiber’s math class in suburban Hometown Elementary on Wednesday. 


More on math, less on English 


In Illinois, minutes spent on language arts decline as teachers point to emphasis on STEM 


which has increased steadily in Illinois in recent years while English 
instruction minutes have declined, according to recently released 
data from the Illinois State Board of Education. The phenomenon 
has taken some educators by surprise and prompted others to 
rethink instruction time on the main academic subjects. 
Administrators say the uptick in math minutes has been 
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Picture this: 
Boardwalk 
at North 
Ave. Beach 


Park District envisions 
lakefront plaza, more 
seating and parking 


BY LEONOR 
VIVANCO-PRENGAMAN 
Chicago Tribune 


North Avenue Beach, a popu- 
lar summertime spot along the 
lakefront, could get a makeover 
with a new boardwalk and an 
expanded rooftop deck of the 
boathouse where Castaways has 
operated for years. 

The Chicago Park District is 
proposing a new boardwalk-type 
plaza around the boat-shaped 
beach house with steps for seats, 
more space for concession kiosks 
and patio seating with tables and 
chairs. Other amenities the Park 
District is considering include an 


outdoor shower and more park- 
ing spaces as well as improve- 
ments to the traffic circle with a 
relocated CTA bus stop and 
ride-share drop-off zone near the 
entrance and exit ramps of Lake 
Shore Drive. 


ARMANDO L. SANCHEZ/CHICAGO TRIBUNE 
The Park District is in the process of seeking a new 10-year deal for a North Avenue Beach concessionaire. 


Details of the project were 
disclosed as part of the process of 
seeking a new 10-year deal for a 
concessionaire to run the lake- 
front restaurant space and help 
pay for the beachfront improve- 
ments, which are estimated at 


more than $10 million. The cur- 
rentconcession contract for Cast- 
aways, which is one of Phil 
Stefani’s restaurants, expires this 
year. Bids from potential conces- 
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it appeared three Republicans — 
Sens. Bob Corker of Tennessee, 
Jeff Flake of Arizona and Ron 
Johnson of Wisconsin — were 
considering joining Democrats in 
a motion to send the bill back to 
committee, a move that would 
have almost certainly dashed GOP 
hopes of passing a bill this year. 
The three are worried the tax 
cuts will pile onto the national 
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Talk of 
shake-up 
targets 
Tillerson 


President said to be 
looking at CIA chief as 
new secretary of state 


By TRACY WILKINSON 
AND NOAH BIERMAN 
Washington Bureau 


WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump and Secretary of 
State Rex Tillerson have clashed 
repeatedly in public over the 
past year, and America’s top 
diplomat did 
not deny re- 
cently that in 
private he had 
called his boss 
— undiplo- 
matically — a 
“moron.” 

On Thurs- 
day, multiple 
media reports 
said Trump 
was actively considering replac- 
ing Tillerson with CIA Director 
Mike Pompeo in another top- 
level shake-up of an adminis- 
tration that has seen an unusual 
turnover of senior officials. 

The switch would come by 
Jan. 20, a year after Trump’s 
inauguration, a source close to 
the administration told the 
Washington Bureau, speaking 
on condition of anonymity to 
discuss internal workings at the 
White House. 

Sen. Tom Cotton, R-Ark., 
would replace Pompeo at the top 
of the CIA, the source said. 

Pompeo has become one of 
the most personally loyal and 
politically savvy members of 
Trump’s national security team, 
while Cotton is one of Trump’s 
most steadfast congressional de- 
fenders and a confidant to na- 
tional security adviser H.R. Mc- 


Tillerson 
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Big Ten basketball 
season preview 


Michigan State clearly looks like 
an NCAA contender, but after 
that the Big Ten starts to appear 
murky. Conference play for 
men’s basketball begins Friday. 
Shannon Ryan’s preview in 
Chicago Sports. 


Which pop festival 
will be more festive? 


Some of the biggest names in 
pop are coming to the Jingle 
Ball and Jingle Bash mini-festi- 
vals this year at Allstate Arena. 
We help you choose which 
event provides the bigger Yule- 
tide party. On The Town 


> Tom Skilling’s forecast High53 Low34 


Chicago Weather Center: Complete 
forecast on back page of A+E section 
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